An Ominous Speech
The The controversy continued for a month or so.
But media outlets were warned not to publish any more criticisms of Yuan's speech. Consequently, on the Internet in the Mainland, denunciations of Shen, mostly appearing on state-sponsored websites, greatly outnumbered reports of Shen's post and other commentaries critical of Yuan. The result was a carefully managed 'struggle for public opinion' 舆论斗争 (yet another four-character expression), as the state defended the unpopular directive and instructed its citizens precisely how it ought to be understood.
As noted in the 2014 Yearbook, the government under Deng Xiaoping introduced the phrase 'the struggle for public opinion' (one source dates its first appearance to a People's Daily editorial in 1980), launching a fullscale propaganda campaign against 'Western spiritual pollution' in 1983.
Then, 'Western spiritual pollution' was presented as an external threat.
By 2013, the government had begun to perceive the threat as coming from within. For commentators in and outside China, the renaming of the The intensification of state-led initiatives to strengthen Marxism reflects the authorities' growing fear that exposure to liberal ideas will encourage citizens to demand greater freedoms and to exercise their constitutional rights in ways that undermine the one-party system. Yuan was not proposing an outright ban on the study of such ideas, which can range from the kind of rights-based liberalism of the American philoso- 
Socialist Hygiene
At the height of Russia's civil war in 1919, there was a typhus epidemic.
Lenin warned, 'Either the lice will defeat socialism, or socialism will defeat the lice'. The remark has become a locus classicus for socialist hygiene.
Disease and filth must be purged not only from physical bodies and environments but hearts and minds as well. Once featured in a milk tea commercial, I Love Taiwanese Girls 我爱台妹 by MC HotDog and Ayal Komod 张震岳 with lyrics including 'I don't love Chinese ladies 小姐 (also slang for prostitutes), I love Taiwanese girls, may they reign forever', also appeared on the blacklist.
Ayal Komod (of Amis, or indigenous Taiwan nationality) also saw his Fart 放屁 and Cheating Couple 狗男女, which the musician claimed he had not performed in at least a decade, wiped from the Internet.
The blacklist contained a mix of household names and obscure Internet artists. Some of the more eye-catching titles include Suicide Diary 自杀日记 by Beijing rap group Xinjiekou 新街口组合, Fly to Other People's Beds 飞向别人的床 by Internet rap artists Ceekay 沉珂 and Light Shen MC 光光, and the seemingly innocuous University Student Self-study Room 大学 生自习室, about the difficultly of finding a quiet space for studying, by then-student Hao Yu 郝雨. As the list of banned songs circulated over the web, some Internet users sarcastically thanked the ministry for its recommendations. The state handsomely funds research into the topic of 'Socialism with Chinese characteristics'. Party theorists and pro-government academics and writers have produced a prodigious number of books and articles on the subject. But the Chinese public's reception of such works extends, in the main, from indifference to ridicule. There's no guarantee that the Marx Projects will fare any better.
A Cancelled Reception
When 'good cop' ideological persuasion strategies don't work, the Party Culture Movement (also known as the May Fourth Movement) is typically described as the starting-point of a fundamental rejection of traditional ideas, it was much less radical than its predecessor, the movement for constitutional monarchy led by Kang Youwei 康有为 and Liang Qichao 梁启 超 during the last two decades of the Qing dynasty, from about 1890-1911.
How to be a Good Communist
Lei argued that the final decades of the Qing represented a unique period in which Chinese intellectuals, including those in exile, began to discard the moral and political principles underpinning a disintegrating dynastic system. No longer in awe of the so-called 'sacred decrees' 圣旨 as a result of the Qing's apparent inability to meet the challenges of the modern world, they were emboldened to challenge its authority.
Within ten years of the fall of the Qing, by 1921, the Nationalist Party (KMT) and the CCP had become China's two dominant political organisations. Both were Leninist in structure and sought to achieve one-party rule in China. They were allies until 1927 and enemies thereafter. Lei Another slogan, 'It is unacceptable to be a nice guy' 好人主义要不得, appeared in many articles published on official websites in 2015. Lei Yi had suggested that Zhang Shenfu's inability 'to be agreeable' was a mark of his personal integrity. But the party's idea of 'not being a nice guy' has nothing to do with speaking truth to power. It warns officials against abusing their power by 'being nice' to greedy relatives and friends.
In his famous 1939 tract 'On the Self-Cultivation of Communists', written when he was a leader of the Communist underground. Liu Shaoqi 刘 少奇 urged his fellow Party-members to be fearless, selfless, and willing to die for the Communist cause:
As we Communists see it, nothing can be more worthless or indefensible than to sacrifice oneself in the interests of an individual or a small minority. But it is the worthiest and most just thing in the world to sacrifice oneself for the Party, for the proletariat, for the emancipation of the nation and all mankind, for social progress and for the highest interests of the overwhelming majority of the people. The story is based on Chinese folktales that themselves were inspired by true events.
They told of ghostly women with pure white hair despite their youth, thanks to malnutrition and lack of salt (and iodine), who roamed the mountains after fleeing a despotic landlord.
The writer Li Mantian 李满天 wrote a short story based on these folktales in 1944 and presented it to the Communist cultural official Zhou Yang 周扬, who would later become the chairman of the China Federation of Literary and Art Circles. The story went through several edits, transforming from a simple ghost story into a politically symbolic tale of liberation. The opera based on the story combines vocal styles from Western opera with stylised movements inspired by Peking opera, a theatrical embodiment of the Party's efforts to engineer a modern aesthetic wedded to ideological principles.
The narrative centres on Xi'er 喜儿, the daughter of a poor farmer in Shaanxi province. When her father is unable to pay back the debts he owes to Huang Shiren 黄世仁, the local landlord, Huang seizes Xi'er, who is betrothed to another poor farmer, Wang Dachun 王大 春, to be his concubine. She escapes and flees into the mountains, where she survives for years before being found again by her fiancé, who had joined the Communists' Eighth Route Army and fought in the Anti-Japanese War. They rejoice.
Mao was reportedly moved to tears the first time he saw the opera. In 1950, it was turned into a movie of the same name, becoming one of the classics of revolutionary Chi- Shortly after Xi's speech, China's Ministry of Culture announced a revival tour of The White Haired Girl, which opened in Yan'an in November 2015 and finished in Beijing in mid-December. It underwent a makeover to appeal to modern audiences, including 3D visual effects. Xi's wife, the singer Peng Liyuan served as the production's artistic director; in the 1980s she herself played Xi'er, a highly coveted role, when she was a star performer with the People's Liberation Army song-and-dance troupe.
A pared-down orchestral version of The White Haired Girl also enjoyed a one-off performance in March 2016 at The National Centre for Performing Arts in Beijing. After previous performances, Chinese news reports described audience members young and old raving about the undiminished emotional power of the opera, even seventy years later. But here, even among the fifty and sixty year olds in the audience, who had seen the original production in their youth, audience members chuckled during otherwise serious moments at some of the more outlandish and clichéd elements of the plot and presentation, including the extremely tattered clothing of the peasants. As the music swelled, people checked their phones. Yet in the final scene, when Xi'er and Wang Dachun embraced after years of separation, any remaining cynicism gave way to a collective moment of silence as woman, soldier, and peasants linked arms and waved, the picture of a happy family. 
Critical minority 关键少数
'Governing the country according to comprehensive rule of law must capture a "critical minority" of the leadership cadre.' At a session for leading provincial-level cadres in February, Xi said a 'critical minority' of leading cadre was required to promote the rule of law and strengthen national defence and the military, among other goals. Xi has used the term repeatedly to emphasise the need for a disciplined vanguard within the top levels of the Party.
Feeling of progress 获得感
'Reform must be carried through from the first to last kilometre, breaking through obstructions and preventing omissions. The gold content of reform must be fully displayed so the people can have a feeling of progress.'
At the tenth meeting of the Central Leading Group for Comprehensively Deepening Reforms on 27 February, and perhaps in an acknowledgement that fast-paced economic development does not objectively benefit everyone equally, Xi suggested using the people's 'feeling of progress' as a barometer for success. He later used the term when discussing cross-Strait trade dialogue with Taiwan: people on Taiwan, he said, needed the 'feeling of progress' if they were to 'close the distance between compatriots on both sides of the Strait'.
Purify the political ecology 净化政治生态
'When the political ecology is dirty, the environment becomes vile; when the political ecology is bright and clean, the environment is first rate. Political and natural ecology are the same-neglect it even a little and it will very quickly become polluted. Once problems appear, recovery demands a large price.'
First coined last year, Xi has since used the concept of 'political ecology' on a number of occasions, including during the 2015 meetings of the National People's Congress and Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference.
Toilet revolution 厕所革命
'Along with the quickened pace of agricultural modernisation and new rural construction, we must launch a "toilet revolution" to ensure the rural masses have access to sanitary toilets.'
Xi raised the need to make dramatic improvements to rural sanitation facilities on a number of occasions including during a visit to Yanbian Korean autonomous prefecture in July.
China's first 'toilet revolution' was in 1965; there have been at least three others since the 1980s.
Supply-side reform 供给侧改革
'At the same time as appropriately increasing demand, we must try hard to increase structural supply-side reforms, raise the supply system's quality and efficiency, and strengthen the momentum for sustainable economic growth.' Xi first used the term 'supply-side reforms' during a meeting of the Leading Group for Financial and Economic Affairs on 11 November 2015 and has since used it repeatedly to underscore the government's resolve to curb oversupply and push through new structural reforms during the period of the Thirteenth Five-Year Plan.
'Four-iron' cadres '四铁'干部 ' In order to build a prosperous society and realise the Chinese dream of national rejuvenation, we must groom officials to be as strong as iron in their belief, faith, discipline and sense of responsibility.'
At the National Party School Work Conference in December, Xi coined this new term to describe the calibre of cadre the country needs. The meeting came a few months after the party released new strict disciplinary regulations for party members. 
Community of shared destiny in cyberspace

